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8th grade Science   2019-2020 Syllabus

Course Description 

Introduce, develop, and maintain various topics of Earth Science, Physical Science and Chemistry as indicated by the Office of Catholic Schools, Diocese of Corpus Christi curriculum. We will study the disciplines of Geology, Ecology, Chemistry, Meteorology, Oceanography, Astronomy, Physics, and the Electromagnetic Spectrum. 
Student’s Responsibilities

Students are responsible for keeping up with all material assigned to them from the text, laboratory, class presentations and video presentations. Students are responsible for reading assigned pages and being prepared for class discussion.  Students are also responsible for obtaining any missed assignments and to obtain class notes from a peer when they have an excused absence.  

Evaluation and Grading

Class grades will be a result of the following components and the associated percentages: 

	25%
	Class work:  This includes any and all work assigned for completion during the class period (class work).  Unless extenuating circumstances are present all class work is expected to be completed during the regular class period and will be collected at the end of the period. 
Home work:  Home work must be completed and submitted at the beginning of class, any other time will be considered late.   Homework will include most work completed in the Science Journal such as any: outlines, key terms, notes, drawings and pop quizzes.  

	20%
	Quizzes:  Quizzes may be given periodically on assigned readings and homework.  They may or may not be announced.  The lowest quiz grade will be dropped at the end of each quarter.
Laboratory Investigations (Labs):  Students are responsible for preparing for any lab the night before. There will be a short pre-lab quiz before each lab based on the preparation. Students will be instructed in how to keep a lab journal.  

Projects: Class projects will be assigned to further the student’s understanding of the concepts presented during specific chapters.  Students are also expected to participate in the Science Fair and create a Science Fair project.

	25%
	Exams/Performance Assessments (PA): Students will be tested on material at the end of each chapter, although occasionally two chapters are combined into one test.  Exams may consist of multiple choice, matching, short answer and essays. Students may expect to be assessed over assigned reading material, homework, class work and lecture as well as information from lab experience.

	20%
	Midterm/Final Exam:  Once a semester a cumulative exam will be administered which covers all content presented up to that point. 


Late Work:  All assignments should be completed in a timely manner in order to best contribute to the understanding of the subject matter.  Every effort should be made to turn in assignments by the date due.  In the event of a late assignment, the paper will be graded and then a late penalty will be deducted from that grade.   The penalty is summarized as follows:

· 1st day late – a 15 point deduction 
· 2nd day late – a 30 point deduction 
· 3rd day late – the assignment will receive a zero.
Extra Credit: Students will have various opportunities to earn extra credit by completing extra assignments/projects.  However, extra credit is to be viewed as an addition to the assignments expected to be completed and not a replacement of them.  Extra credit can only be earned if there are no missing assignments.    

Classroom Rules and Consequences:

Rules:

a. Be Respectful  

b. Be Prepared 

c. Listen and follow directions  
Consequences:
For minor offenses (see parent/student handbook) the teacher will:

1. give a verbal warning 

2. issue a written warning

3. notify the parent 

4. Any continuation of inappropriate behavior will now result in a written referral to the administration with consequences. 

Serious offenses result in immediate written referrals to the office and detention.  Undesirable behavior that continues over time will result in increased consequences.  

Make up work:

Students with an excused absence will be allowed one day per day absent to make up work.  It is the student’s responsibility to make  sure  they  receive  any  make up  assignments.   Since labs and in-class projects cannot be made up, if a student is absent for a lab or in-class project they are responsible for requesting an alternate assignment.  Any quiz/test missed with an excused absence will be taken at the earliest possible opportunity either during study hall or afterschool.   
I understand that NO ONE fails Mr. Bonilla’s science class; I may have to work very hard and do massive extra assignments, but I will not fail this class.
I have read the classroom rules, policies, procedures, and consequences for 8th grade Science as stated in the Syllabus for Mr. Bonilla’s 8th grade Science class.  I accept these policies as stated.  
____________________________________________________

Student Signature



Date

____________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature


Date

The Long-Range Lesson Plan has yet to be determined; However, as soon as it is available, a copy will be sent home for parents to sign and return for student’s credit.
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